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RffiAT  CONSUMPTION  IN  GERl^dANY  DECREASES 
Foreign  Meat  Beyond  Pijr chasing  Power  of  Inhabitants. 


One  of  the  most  tangible  evidences  of  the  lowering  of  the  standard  of 
living  in  Germany  is  to  be  seen  in  the  diminished  consunption  of  meat  by  the 
German  population,  according  to  a report  received  from  the  American  Consul  at 
Berlin,  Though  there  is  still  a very  large  potential  demand  for  meat  in 
Germany,  the  depreciation  of  German/ ^iurrency  makes  it  impossible  fpr  t^e  large 
majority  of  the  inhabitants  to  pay  the  prices  of  imported  meatv 

The  need  of  replenishing  all  kinds  of  live  stock,  as  a result  of  the 
loss  caused  by  the  war  and  the  compulsury  deliveries  to  the  Entente  under  the 
Peace  Treaty,  has  necessacily  led  to  a decrease  in  the  number  of  animals  slaughter- 
ed* The  cons‘'jmption  of  meat  in  rural  communities  is  more  nearly  normal  than  in 
the  cities.  It  is  variously  estimatea  that  the  consumption  of  meat  by  the  city 
inhabitants  in  I92I  was  betv/een  fifty  and  sixty  percent  of  the  prewar  quantity. 

The  decline  in  the  consumption  of  meat  in  Germany  during  I92I  is  shown 
in  the  following  table: 
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1,029,551-2 

♦One  Metric  Ton  ■'=: 

2204,6  Lbs. 

In  tne  figures  given  the  los&  of  territory  sr^f.ered  since  1913  has  been 
taken  into  consideration  as  v^ell  as  the  greatly  increased  number  of  private 
slaug*iterings  in  farming  communities. 

The  average  per  capita  consumption  of  meat  of  domestic  origin  in  Prussia  j| 

during  I9I3  was  101. 53  lbs,  as  compared  witn  62,7^  lbs.  in  I92I.  To  tnese  amounts  ; 

snoula  be  ^dded  7*^^  lbs,  of  imported  meat  for  1913  ^hd  10,81  lbs,  for  I32I,  tneoe 
emouT-ts  oerng  the  excess  imports  per  capita  over  e^^orts, 

Assuming  that  the  same  conditions  as  in  Prussia  held  good  for  all  Germany, 
the  cti/arage  per  capita  cons'jmption  of  botn  imported  and  domestic  meat,  amounted 
to  108. 59  lbs.  in  I913  and  73 *65  los,  in  I92I,  The  consumption  in  I92I  was  ac- 
coroingly  b.ut  67.8^  of  the  last  ^rev/ar  year. 
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